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As we celebrate our 7th year as an 

official non-profit, we focus on the bond 

that develops between the rescued 

and the rescuer, whether they are 

fosters, adopters or any of the myriad 

of volunteers that go into saving a life. 

This is 

known as the "human connection".  We 

continue to expand the reach and 

impact of our relatively small but mighty 

organization in support of our mission.

Our Mission: To support 

animals and the 
people who love them 

through rescue, 
rehoming, spay/neuter, 

and education.



OUR 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Like the children's story about the "The 

Little Engine That Could", our little non-

profit has accomplished amazing things!

We've been voted The Best Non-Profit 

in Sonoma County by the readers of the 

Press Democrat in 

2018, 2020, 2021, 2022,

and again in 2023!



SPAY AND NEUTER
We started small, but boy have we embraced the spay/neuter ethos!  We 
recognize that we can never adopt our way out of the pet overpopulation 

problem.  An aggressive and expansive spay/neuter program is the only 
way.  From just 248 spay/neuters in 2017, we have extended our reach to 
underserved, rural areas throughout Northern California and the Central 
Valley, where the needs are the greatest.  We work hard to seek out and 
establish partnerships with small local efforts that do the critical, on-the-

ground work of trapping and coordinating the procedures.  We also work 
with local vets who embrace spay/neuter and are willing to assist on volume 

efforts at reduced costs.

Each year we've upped the "ante", adding more groups and rescues while 
increasing the number of spay/neuter surgeries we sponsor.  In 2023, we 

(DRUM ROLL PLEASE!) passed the 10,000 mark! Think of the thousands 
of lives we've saved.      



SPAY/NEUTER 

SURGERIES 
FUNDED BY 

DOGWOOD



In 2023, we found wonderful, loving homes for a total of 670 dogs and 272 cats.  Our growing base of 

social media followers enables us to find the perfect home for each animal in our program.  We 

love seeing the happy smiles on our adopters' and animals' faces when they take their new best 

friends home!

ADOPTIONS





We continue our lifesaving and occasionally

heartbreaking rescue work. We receive over 

100 requests a day and help as many as we 

can. Some of the animals we welcome into 

Dogwood's loving arms have behavioral or 
medical challenges. We can't always heal

them, but we can love them and provide a

safe, warm space for them.

Once a Dogwood animal, 

always a Dogwood 

animal.  It's why all our 

animals are microchipped 

back to us.  If they ever get 
in trouble and occasionally 

they do, we are their safety 

net for life.



PUPPY MILL PROGRAM
We started our puppy mill rescue efforts in 2022 and continued them in 2023, 
saving 76 used up breeding moms or unwanted "overstock" from puppy mills 

in Ohio.

These transcontinental rescues not only save dogs in desperate need but 
provide us with the opportunity to educate our supporters about the horrors 
of puppy mills.  The vast majority of these puppy mill rescues were Bernese 

Mountain Dogs or Bernerdoodles, but we added a few local Golden 
Retrievers for good measure.

Many of these puppy mill dogs are scared and severely undersocialized.  Our 
foster families had their work cut out for them and worked miracles for these 

dogs!



OUR 

VOLUNTEERS

NONE of this life-saving work would be possible without the 

efforts of our 200+ amazing volunteers.  They never fail to 

answer the call.

We are so fortunate to have truly dedicated, committed 

volunteers who not only respond when we ask but are full of 
enthusiasm and ideas about how to make Dogwood even 

better!  OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE OUR SUPERPOWER!



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SHIRLEY 

ZINDLER

Founder/President

JANET 

PALMA

Cofounder/Secretary

CHARLOTTE 

TUNSTALL PEARCE

Cofounder/Treasurer
/Development



Dogwood Animal Rescue Project is a

nonprofit 501(c)3 organization founded in

2015 by a small group of women in Sonoma

County who realized they could make a

bigger difference in the lives of animals by
combining their talents. Dogwood is a 

volunteer-led organization that relies on 

donations to continue our work. Thanks to 

our generous supporters.

Mailing Address:

1415 Fulton Rd Suite 205-432 

Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

info@dogwoodanimalrescue.org 

DogwoodAnimalRescue.org 
Tax ID# 81-1178819
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