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Making a difference, one animal at a time.
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To support animals and
the people who love
them through rescue,
rehoming, spay/neuter
and education.
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Dogwood Animal
for-profit 501(c)3
organization founded in
2015 by a small group
of women in Sonoma
County who realized
they could make a
difference in the lives of
animals by combining
their efforts and
working together.
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supporters such as you,

Recognition
Our program efforts started small, as did the number
of our followers. But as our heart-warming stories
were told and shared, we have grown the number of
our social media followers. We now have more than
36,000 followers on FaceBook and 16,000 on
Instagram.
Once again, Dogwood was voted 2021’s “Best NonProfit” in the Press Democrat’s annual reader’s poll.
We are thrilled to be recognized, not just as the best
animal rescue, but the best non-profit…. for the third
time!!

Dogwood Animal
Rescue Project has
been able to provide
compassionate care to
thousands of animals.

2021 was another year of continuing pandemic challenges, but also a year
where the passion, creativity, and “gung-ho” attitude of our dedicated
volunteers enabled us to achieve major successes all for the animals we serve.
COVID continued to challenge many aspects of our operations from intake to spay/neuter, to securing
veterinary appointments, to fund-raising and adoptions. Once again, we had to cancel our major events,
including our grand Legacy of Love gala. But we were not deterred.
·Our crafts team developed new items to sell and organized creative new ways to sell them – through
collaborations with local pet stores for pop-up events, with fun drive-through events where we got to meet
our supporters while keeping everyone safe.
·We created and distributed our first 2 editions of a print newsletter, Pawsome News, to our beloved
donors. This has proven to be a great way to share stories of some of our wonderful rescues and
adoptions, to recognize the great work of our volunteers, and to tell our story to over 1500 donors and
supporters. Recipients responded generously with their hearts and their contributions.
·Our volunteers and supporters have developed an endearing habit of celebrating their birthdays by
hosting special on-line Facebook fund-raising for Dogwood.

RESCUE/ADOPTIONS
In 2021 we adopted 829 animals (539 dogs, 290 cats) into
loving homes. Our social media followers shared our stories
of our rescues and many are so eager to welcome our
animals into their homes. The stories that our talented Social
Media whizzes tell about our animals guarantee that we
often have multiple applications for individual animals. Story
telling is an art form, and our team does it well! Our dog
adoptions were up but cat adoptions were lower than we’d
hoped, due to some long-term medical residents (someone
please invent an easy treatment for ringworm!). Cats are
unfortunately so prolific, and go into heat more frequently
than dogs, that feline over population is a huge problem. We
will continue to work hard to make a difference for cats and
dogs in need.

Spay/Neuter

We are so committed to expanding our spay/neuter efforts, both for owned
animals and so-called “community” animals. We don’t have a dedicated
facility or vet staff to offer our own clinics or do our own feral trapping. But
we have made a virtue out of our limitations. We are continually seeking new
veterinary and rescue partners across the Central Valley and Northern
California where animal over-population and animal suffering is a HUGE
problem. We have connected with small grass-roots organizations who can
provide the “boots on the ground” in various under-served locales.These local
groups do the hard work of working with pet owners to schedule spay/neuter.
We also work with groups who TNR (trap-neuter-release) feral cats and they
provide contacts with local vets who are willing to take on high volume
spay/neuter at discounted rates.Dogwood’s job is to provide the consistent
funding for these kinds of arrangements to work successfully. We have also
helped some of these smaller groups by providing traps, transfer cages, and
other much needed equipment for TNR. We have a dedicated volunteer who
coordinates the contractual agreements and monitors their success rates and
participation. We have doubled our spay/neuter efforts from last year and
our goal is to double again next year. Small steps lead to big results. Our goal
is to educate pet owners and knock down barriers of cost and access so that
there are no more reasons to not getting animals altered!

Making a difference, one animal at a time.

Community Partnerhips
Dogwood is proud of the community support demonstrated daily through our relationships with the Humane
Society of Sonoma County. Our area has many low-income citizens as well as people living homeless, with
their pets. As a result, many of their pets go without food or the medical attention they desperately require.
Through the efforts of our volunteers, we offer our extra pet food and supplies to these folks. We are proud to
support the Humane Society’s Community Veterinary Clinic, which offers affordable veterinary care to our
region’s most vulnerable animals and Dogwood supports the Clinic so it can be open a second day each week
to serve our community's animals.

Kashia Band of
Pomo Indians of the
Stewarts Point
Rancheria

Understandably, since the pandemic, the Kashia
community wanted to keep their residents safe so we
haven’t been able to assist until mid-year 2021. Along
with our friends at Compassion Without Borders, we
held a wellness clinic where we vaccinated dogs, cats,
puppies and kittens. We distributed food, collars,
leashes and supplies as well as scheduled spay/neuter
appointments. We picked up every single female dog at
Kashia that they wanted spayed and drove them to the
vet, had them spayed and then drove them back at the
end of the day, two, four hour round trips. Dogwood
wants to continue to provide important animal welfare
services to Kashia, an underserved community that
needs and welcomes our help. Our relationship with
this community is important to us, and we want to
continue to provide support and education for the
health of their animals.

Our volunteers, all 250+ strong, are the beating heart of Dogwood. Without them, none of this would be
possible. We share the heart-warming and often tear-jerking stories of the volunteer foster experiences
every day on Facebook and Instagram. But there are so many other pieces to this Dogwood jigsaw puzzle;
no job is too big or too small and every piece imperative. Our volunteers transport animals: they plan and
execute fund-raising events, they clean up poop and clean in exchange for animal cuddles; they maintain
spread-sheets of medical care and schedule vet appointments; they write thank-you notes, donor letters
and ship merchandise; they create graphics, write newsletters, shuttle supplies to/from foster homes.
They carefully review adoption applications and schedule adoption meetings; they make crafts to sell,
they store/ship our Dogwood merchandise, they are Dogwood. Whatever we ask, they do, with a smile on
their faces. We are so enormously grateful for every single one of them…….and for every single one of
our donors and supporters. Without their contributions, we could never help the thousands of animals
we touch each year!

Dogwood Animal Rescue Project
Mailing Address:
1415 Fulton Road, Suite 205, Box 432
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
info@dogwoodanimalrescue.org
www.dogwoodanimalrescue.org

Dogwood Animal rescue Project is a 501(c)3
organization that relies on donations to
continue to save companion animals. We are
volunteer run and we thank you helping us
make a difference, one animal at a time.
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