
2020 Annual Report

Dogwood Animal Rescue Project is a 
not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization 
founded  in 2015 by a small group of 
women in Sonoma County who 
realized they could make a difference 
in the lives of animals by combining 
their efforts and working together. 
Thanks to generous supporters such as 
you, Dogwood Animal Rescue Project 
has been able to provide compassionate 
care to thousands of animals.

Making a difference,  
one animal at a time.

Dogwood’s Mission:  
To support animals and 
the people who love them 
through rescue, rehoming, 
spay/neuter and education.



Last year the “Miracle Litter” celebrated their rescue 
anniversary. These babies were found on July 4, 
2020, along a rural road, in a bucket, with their 
already deceased siblings.  Although they were at 
death’s door we just had to try to save them. There 
our volunteer sat, past midnight, in the parking lot of 
our emergency vet, waiting to hear if we had saved 
them in time. The puppies were covered in fleas 
and ticks and their gums were ghost white; a sign of 
acute anemia caused by the horrific flea and tick infestation. Our vets performed a miracle by 
giving these babies blood transfusions and much more. They all survived and thrived (which is why 
we named them the Miracle Litter) and found amazing families of their very own. 

It's because of the generous support of our donors, that we could 
say "yes" to take on thousands of dollars in vet bills to try to save 
this litter. We are grateful beyond words. It is because of our 
volunteers that spend countless hours transporting, socializing, 
scooping poop, vetting applications, scheduling medical 
appointment, fundraising and so much more, that makes this 
possible. It's because of our magnificent adopters that give these 
dogs the life they deserve. 

During the initial COVID shelter in place mandate, all California 
animal shelters were forced to close their doors, leaving scores of 
animals in peril, with no options for placement.  Because 
Dogwood is a foster-based organization without a designated 
shelter, our volunteers came to the rescue!  At that time, since 
many of our volunteers were at home they made themselves 
more available to foster.  We were actually able to double our 
capacity and increased the number of animals in our program to 
100 at any given time!   

Because of the restrictions placed on human interactions, we 
revised our adoption process to make it both touch-less and 
paperless—creating protocols to keep our volunteers and 
adopters safe.  And because so many people were working from 
home, many adopters discovered that this was the perfect time to 
add animal companions to their families.

In 2020, Dogwood rescued 760animals - resulting in 
402 dogs and 301 cats being placed 
in loving homes. 



Making a difference, one animal at a time.

Seniors to Senior Program 
This special program, part of our 
Frosty Program, matches senior 
rescued dogs with senior adult 
adopters, and includes waived 
adoption fees, initial health and 
dental care, and veterinary care for 
qualified senior adopters.  In 2020 
we rescued and placed 28 seniors 
in their forever home.

Fundraising was significantly impacted by the COVID19 Pandemic 
in 2020. In partnership with local businesses including Pawsarotti’s 
Pet Store, Western Farm Center, and Paperproducts Design, we 
were able to raise funds by offering in-store purchases of items 
lovingly created by our Dogwood Volunteer craft team, as well as 
items designed and donated by Paperproducts Design.   

One particularly successful fundraising event was sponsored by our 
energetic and highly dedicated crafts team.  This drive through 
event sold a wide assortment of crafted items, animal treats and 
floral arrangements, raising more than $6700! 

Additionally, many of our supporters sponsored individual 
fundraisers online in celebration of their birthdays or in order to 
support ongoing medical care for specific rescued animals in need.

Fundraising

Mobile Clinic  
Due to the pandemic, opportunities 
for partnering with other rescue 
agencies to share the use of our 
mobile clinic were limited. Our 
licensed mobile clinic has been 
used for vital purposes including 
sheltering fragile animals and 
providing a warm shelter for 
quarantining high-risk contagious 
dogs and cats.

Animal Care ($481,246.00)

Fundraising & Marketing ($11,434.00)

Operating/Admin ($124,871.00)

Adoption Fees $165,137.00

Donations, Grants & Events $590,765.00

Net Revenue $138,351.00

Dogwood Animal Rescue is a mostly volunteer run 501(c)(3) 
non-profit animal rescue that is entirely funded by the financial 
support of our generous donors and the dedication of time 
from our volunteers. With your support we are able to rescue 
more animals, work toward reducing the pet overpopulation 
problem through our Affordable Spay & Neuter program, and 
work with severely injured and ill animals who are out of 
options through our Gus’s Legacy of Love program. 

Financial Highlights



Spay & Neuter Program

Our volunteers now number more than 
200. They are the foundation of our 
organization. They love, foster and 
socialize our dogs and cats. They facilitate 
adoptions. They transport our rescued 
animals. They clean Patty’s Place and the 
other enclosures.  They fundraise and 
write grants. They coordinate and staff 
fundraising events.  They make and sell 
crafts. They coordinate and schedule 
spays and neuters. They distribute pet 
food to underserved areas. They evacuate 
beloved animals during natural disasters. 
They are Dogwood Animal Rescue 
Project.

Sonoma County 196

Clearlake Alter Project 150

Hidden Valley Ferrel Project 25

Hayfork 109

Fresno 148

Merced 76

Stockton 5

Misc Locations 47

Total 756

Our Spay and Neuter Program continues to grow! We are so 
thrilled with our outcomes—not only have we expanded our 
outreach relationships but we have also increased those volumes 
too! Every day companion animals lose their lives for lack of 
homes. Overpopulation is rampant, shelters are chronically full 
and unwanted animals suffer terribly. The answer is spay/neuter 
and Dogwood is doing our part. We’ve helped provide affordable 
spay/neuter to many hundreds of owned animals in Sonoma 
County and through our partners around California.

The impact of this critical 
service is one of our greatest 
gifts to animals. Fewer animals 
born means more of those 
already in need find homes. 
We cannot rescue our way out 
of the overpopulation crisis. 
Spay and neuter is the only 
way. Thanks to our generous 
donor support, we continue to 
be able to fulfill this vital 
mission.  

Celebrating Our Volunteers



In Remembrance

Chuck
Although Chuck was not officially a Dogwood rescue, he was the 
resident authority who determined if a dog was cat-safe.  Most Dogwood 
dogs were screened by Chuck, a handsome orange tabby, who was 
rescued by our founder Shirley when he was a tiny kitten.  Chuck arrived 
at her home cradled in the large hands of a biker who had witnessed him 
being struck by a car and then “chucked on the side of the road”.  Chuck 
was greeted by all visitors and was Dogwood’s welcoming ambassador.  
Chuck’s “CAT scans” were reliable and helped place hundreds of dogs in 
their loving homes.  Chuck’s legacy lives on with Gus and Elmo, two 
orange tabby brothers who conduct CAT scans in his memory.

Making a difference, one animal at a time.

Meg was an abandoned, malnourished, horrifically scarred Pit Bull who we 
rescued when she had run out of other options.  Her soulful eyes and gentle 
manner endeared her to all of us who met her.  She had mammary tumors 
and we hoped she would be able to have them removed and possibly enjoy 
a few more years in a loving home.  Unfortunately, we only had 42 days with 
sweet Meg. 

During her time in her Dogwood foster home, Meg received the very best of 
care because of generous donors to our Legacy of Love Program for animals 
with critical healthcare needs.  Her tumors were removed and her huge 
debilitating hernia was repaired as well.  As she healed from her procedures, 
she enjoyed the warm attention from visiting volunteers and for probably the 
first time in her life received love.   

Unfortunately, as we were awaiting an appointment with an oncologist, Meg’s 
health deteriorated and we made the difficult decision to let her go.  Meg’s 
short time with Dogwood enriched all of us who were blessed to meet her. 

Meg



Dogwood Animal Rescue Project

1415 Fulton Road, Suite 205, Box 432 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
707.799.9957  info@dogwoodanimalrescue.org 
www.dogwoodanimalrescue.org

Dogwood Animal Rescue Project is 
a 501(c)3 organization that relies on 

donations to continue to save 
companion animals. We are 

volunteer run and we thank you for 
helping us make a difference, one 

animal at a time.  
Tax ID #81-1178819

We are so thankful for our many generous 
volunteers, donors and partners.

Our volunteers are the very heart of our organization. 
 Completely volunteer operated, our volunteers do everything 
from driving miles to rescue animals, to fostering, to cleaning 
kennels, to bottle feeding, to cuddling and hugging.  In the 
background our volunteers plan and run fundraising events, 
coordinate volunteer activities and sew pet toys and 
fundraising merchandise. Our volunteers do it all!

Board of Directors 
Shirley Zindler 
President 

Hannah Houston 
Foster Program Director 
Board Chair  

Charlotte Tunstall Pearce 
Treasurer/Development  

Janet Palma 
Secretary  

2020 Best Local 
Nonprofit

Each year The Press Democrat, Sonoma 
County’s regional newspaper, hosts an 
award nominations and balloting for “The Best 
of” in multiple categories.  In 2020 Dogwood 
was selected again to win the Best Local 
Nonprofit for Sonoma County. This award truly 
is an honor of which we are quite proud—it is a 
reflection of the large number of benefactors 
and volunteers within our community who 
support us.
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