2019 ANNUAL
REPORT
MAKING A DIFFERENCE, ONE ANIMAL AT A TIME.
DOGWOOD’S MISSION:
To support animals and the people who love them through
rescue, rehoming, spay/neuter and education.

Dogwood Animal Rescue
Project is a not-for-profit
501(c)3 organization
founded in 2015 by a small
group of women in Sonoma
County who realized they
could make a greater impact
in the lives of animals by
combining their efforts and
working together. Thanks to
generous supporters such as
you, Dogwood Animal
Rescue Project has been
able to provide
compassionate care to
hundreds of animals.

ABOUT DOGWOOD
Dogwood Animal Rescue Project is a
foster-based, mostly volunteer non-profit
rescue organization focused on the rescue
and placement of animals into safe,
nurturing homes. Our goals include
providing necessary medical care, ongoing
spay/neuter clinics, hands-on nurturing,
and placement of the homeless animals of
Sonoma County and beyond. Dogwood is
continually striving to successfully fulfill our
vision to establish programs tailored to
assist animals in need by ensuring they find
safe, loving homes and receive the medical
care necessary to live long and healthy
lives.

GRANTS &
FUNDRAISING
“If our donors support us a little, we’ll do a
little; if they support us a lot, we’ll do a lot."
This is a common phrase around Dogwood
and leads our decision making, all while
rarely directly soliciting donations. And
thanks to our generous supporters and
fabulous volunteers, 2019 was another
banner year for fundraising. We appreciate
our rescue partners for hosting events that
support our mission. Our events were
sponsored at beautiful settings including
Kunde Winery (Vintage Wine Estates),
Graton Resort and Casino, Negri’s
Restaurant, Craft Events, Paperproducts
Design, Western Farm Center, Pawsarotti’s,
and Loud and Clear Music.
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WILDFIRE EVACUATION
In the Fall of 2019, Sonoma County was
faced once again with approaching wild fires
and power outages. Because of these lifethreatening fires, much of Sonoma County
evacuated to safety zones. Dogwood
Animal Rescue evacuated many animals, in
our program, by loading up the mobile clinic
and transporting them to a safe zone on a
Dogwood volunteers’ property, where they
hosted us for many days until the threat of
fire was diminished. We are proud of the
immediate response and collaboration of our
volunteers within our program to keep our
animals and ourselves safe!

SENIOR
TO
SENIOR
PROGRAM
We proudly introduced our Seniorto-Senior Program in Oakmont
Village, an Active Adult Community
in 2019. This special program, part
of our Frosty Program, matches
senior rescued dogs with senior

In 2019, DARP brought

505

adult adopters, and includes waived
adoption fees, initial health and
dental care, and prescription diet.
Our goal for 2020 is to increase the
numbers of senior adoptions for this
fragile, underserved group.
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animals into our program,
378 dogs and 127 cats.
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MOBILE CLINIC
Taking Dogwood's Mission on the Road
Our mobile clinic became licensed in 2019. As
we continue to develop partnerships with other
rescue organizations, we have also been using
our clinic for other vital purposes including
quarantining high-risk animals, sheltering
vulnerable dogs and cats, as well as evacuating
our rescued animals to safety during the 2019
wildfires.
Our mobile animal clinic, affectionately just
called The Clinic, was originally purchased as a
place to do low cost spay and neuter in the
community and we have used it for that
purpose. But while we were going through the
extensive process of stocking it, obtaining all the
required permits etc, we started multiple other
affordable spay/neuter programs in Sonoma
County, Lake County, and The Central Valley.
Those programs ended up being more efficient
than using a mobile clinic.

evacuated with 40 owned and Dogwood
animals during the most recent fires. The clinic
has allowed us to save the lives of, and care for,
large numbers of animals such as hoarding
cases. It’s easily cleaned and has allowed us to
isolate and care for animals with contagious
diseases such as parvo virus. It’s a warm, quiet
space for moms with babies, animals recovering
from surgery or injury, or those animals
decompressing from trauma or shelter life.

The clinic has been worth its weight in gold in so

We love our clinic and are so grateful to our

many other ways. It’s been used as a safe place

donors, supporters, volunteers and fund-raising

to house animal evacuees from fires, floods and

team for making it possible to save even more

other emergencies. We loaded it up and

lives with our beautiful clinic.

2019 FINANCIALS
INCOME

EXPENSES

Adoption Fees: $108,610.00
Donations/Grant/Events: $554,983.39

Total Income: $663,593.39

Animal Care: $373,877.38
Operating/Admin: $105,626.36
Fundraising & Marketing: $18,177.57

Total Expenses: $499,681.31

Net Revenue: $163,912.08
Making a difference, thanks to our generous supporters, one animal at a time.
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END OF THE WOLF DOGS MILL
Dogwood partnered with multiple agencies to
permanently shut down the hoarding/puppy mill
filled with several hundred mostly feral, unadoptable, wolf dogs. These animals lived in
desperate conditions—many lived in tunnels
they had created by digging in the hardened
dirt; others barely existed in hot ramshackle
sheds covered with rusted tin roofs. These
animals were isolated and unhealthy, requiring
medical care, nutrition and intensive
socialization. Dogwood’s own beloved semiferal wolf-dogs, Malachi, Anj and Rae were
originally rescued from this mill and are now
living out their lives under the loving care of
Dogwood volunteers in our sanctuary. And
now, thanks to extensive and time-consuming
collaborative efforts over many years, all these
animals are now safe. Dogwood is committed
to stopping any further breeding from these
wolf dogs and funded the spay/neuter of more
than 30 wolf dogs that went into sanctuaries
around the United States with more committed
in 2020.

PUPPY MILL MAMA
Mama Dominique was among several
dogs Dogwood rescued from a
horrific puppy mill. Along with many
other rescue organizations we were
able to help rescue these desperate
dogs. Her puppy mill situation found
her living in a bare dirt pen with no
bedding, toys, clean water or
enrichment. There was no relief from
high temperatures and little or no
human attention with more than 90
other dogs on the property.
Dominque went on to deliver six
beautiful pups who, along with her,
were all placed in loving homes.
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SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAM
At Dogwood, we are passionate about having spay and neuter
programs available to animal owners, regardless of their
Misc
circumstances.
With the average cost of a spay/neuter
Hidden Valley Feral Cat Project
exceeding $400, many pet owners can’t
5.5%
afford the surgery, and end up with
unwanted litters, dogs that wander, and

10.5%

50

Son

26

behavioral issues. In an attempt to do the
right thing, they give unaltered puppies and
kittens to friends and family, and the cycle of
breeding and pet overpopulation continues.
Many times, those animals end up in

477

175

situations where the outcome isn’t good.
At Dogwood, our goal is to significantly

226

impact and reduce the number of unwanted
Clearlake Alter Project
litters through our Affordable Spay and 47.4%
Neuter program. We work with veterinarians

Clearlake Alter Project

who offers discounted rates and ask the

Sonoma County

animal owner to pay our cost (or even a
portion of it) if possible. If they can't afford
to help, we cover the entire fee.

Miscellaneous
Hidden Valley Feral
Cat Poject

COMMUNITY VET PROGRAM
In 2019, we saw a need from two volunteers who work with the low income/homeless
community and while we don't have a program, we want to support their efforts when we
can. Thanks to our event/fundraising volunteers and donors, we raised just over $30k to
offer the Humane Society of Sonoma County. This made it possible for them to open their
Community Veterinary Clinic (CVC) an extra day each week to offer vet care for our no/low
income community members. This idea was born because of our volunteers who work with
the homeless community and seeing the urgent need for major and minor medical care for
their pets. Dogwood was helping with an appointment each week at our own vets but felt
the need was greater so began a discussion with the Humane Society. These two
volunteers can now take the folks they are working with directly to the CVC for standing
weekly appointments to get the medical care needed. Everything we are hearing is very
positive from volunteers/community members that are utilizing this program.

Dogwood Animal Rescue Project
2019 Annual Report

06

CELEBRATING OUR VOLUNTEERS
Our volunteers are our superpower and we have nearly 200. They are the foundation of
our organization. They love, foster animals in their own homes and socialize our dogs and
cats. They match animals with their adoptive homes and coordinate all medical care. They
transport our rescued animals. They scoop and clean Patty’s Place. They plan events to
fundraise and write grants. They coordinate and staff fundraising events. They do a
variety of administrative duties. They manage our social media pages. They make and sell
crafts. They coordinate and schedule spays and neuters. They distribute pet food/supplies
to underserved communities. They evacuate and care for our beloved animals during
natural disasters. They are Dogwood Animal Rescue Project.

Some of our volunteers at our 4th anniversary celebration!

Thank you to all who follow, like
and support us. We could not do it
without you. Follow us on
Facebook and Instagram for
updates on what we are doing!

23,043
www.facebook.com/

dogwoodanimalrescue
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GUS'S LEGACY OF LOVE FUND
Sometimes we get an animal in that’s in such

We were committed to doing our very best to

terrible shape we just want to cry. Gus was one of

try and give Gus the life every dog deserves.

those animals. But crying doesn’t make it better

After assessing his condition daily for over two

so instead we roll up our sleeves and get to work.

weeks and working with the vet, it was

He came to us from a shelter as an emaciated,

determined that Gus had likely been hit by a car

unwanted, abandoned dog. He was suffering

and was suffering from a severe, irreversible

from severe mange, malnutrition, parasites, open

spinal cord injury. After being with us for 18

wounds, multiple infections and a spinal injury

days, Gus crossed the rainbow bridge.

that made him weak and completely incontinent.

We are so thankful for the kindness shown to

He couldn’t even stand up on his own. Had we

Gus in his 18 days with us. During the time he

known of the extent of his ailments at the time,

was with us he touched the hearts of

we might have said it would be kinder to let him

thousands of people. Dogs live in the moment

go. But once he was in our care, we felt

and so many people went out of their way to

committed to give him every chance to thrive.

make his moments special. Gus knew more love

Our amazing supporters on Facebook came up
with the name Gus which we found suited this
sweet soul perfectly. When Gus arrived to us in,
his skin was broken, crusted, infected and

in 18 days than many know in a lifetime. He
slipped away softly, held in gentle arms and
munching on cookies while warm tears bathed
his sweet face.

bleeding. This pit bull pup had a severe case of

The support for Gus was so strong in our

mange but had a super sweet personality and

community that many wished to honor his

was worthy of our best efforts to save him. We

memory with donations. In the days after Gus

immediately got to work to try to nurture Gus

passed away, we were sent so many donations

back to health, knowing that it would be a long

and sweet messages from people all over who

and possibly fruitless battle.

had been following Gus’s journey on Facebook.

It's always a dilemma in rescue. How far do we go
to save one dog and/or cat, when others, even
healthy, friendly dogs and cats die every day for
lack of a foster or forever home? There are no
easy answers and we constantly must balance
quality of life, availability of resources
and whether the dog is likely to make a safe,
loving companion.
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As a result of the huge outpouring of support,
we have created a special program called Gus’s
Legacy of Love that allows us to help other
animals who wouldn’t otherwise have options.
We have since continued to welcome dogs (and
a cat!) to the Legacy of Love program. While
Gus is gone, he will continue to live on in the
animals we will save in his name.
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IN REMEMBRANCE
We said farewell to two beloved dogs in 2019. These sweet dogs, who were
both so fragile, were loved by so many Dogwood supporters and
volunteers and we are proud to honor their memory by continuing our
work in 2020 and beyond.
Enzo, a french bulldog mix, was born with a
severe and irreparable heart condition.
Expected to survive for only a short time, he
lived with his loving foster volunteer for almost a
year and lived every day to its fullest. Enzo
captured so many hearts—he was lovingly
greeted at public events, enjoyed special
outings for “puppachino’s”, and had fun
“spending the night” at some of our volunteers’
homes all while enjoying so much love and
attention. Enzo passed away a short time after
his 2nd birthday—his long survival a testament
to the loving care he received in his short, but
full life.
Martini was born to her tiny
mother, Olive, by cesarean
section. Although Martini was so
tiny, even by Chihuahua standards,
she was loved by all who saw her.
This little girl was lovingly cared for
by her mother and bottle-fed every
2 hours by her foster volunteer
because Mama Olive could not
produce enough milk. Although we
were hopeful, Martini’s liver slowly
failed and her passing was
mourned by many Dogwood
volunteers and supporters.

Making a difference, one animal at a time.
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