2017 Annual Report

Making a difference, one animal at a time.
Dogwood Animal Rescue Project, a not-for-profit 501c3 organization, was founded three years ago by a
small group of women in Sonoma County who realized they could make a difference in the lives of animals
by combining their efforts and working together. Thanks to generous supporters such as you, Dogwood
Animal Rescue Project has been able to provide compassionate care to hundreds of animals.

Dogwood’s Mission: To support animals and the people who love them through
rescue, rehoming, spay/neuter and education.

In 2017 Dogwood found loving homes for
animals who would otherwise be out of options.

Financial Highlights
2017 Expenses
Animal Care*
Fundraising Events/
Marketing

$124,008.00
$6,528.00

Operating Costs

$10,163.00

Total Expenses

$140,699.00

398

Gus’s Legacy of Love
Fund was founded in
December 2017 and is
dedicated to helping
animals that require
extensive surgeries or
long-term medical care.
This program was
developed in memory of
Gus, a beloved rescue who received intensive care
for 18 days before being tragically diagnosed with an
irreparable spinal cord injury. In the short period he
was with Dogwood, he captured the hearts of the
volunteers who cared for him and Dogwood supporters
from around the world. After his passing we received
an outpouring of donations in his honor and Gus’s
Legacy of Love was formed to help those who need
extra medical care.

2017 Income
Adoption Fees

$75,660.00

Donations, Grants &
Events

$195,137.00

Total Income

$270,797.00

Net Revenue

$130,098.00

*Includes expenses for community spay/
neuter program, disaster assistance, and
Kashia Pomo Indian Project.
**Because of you, our generous
supporters, we had the funds in 2017 to be
able to start planning and building our
Mobile Spay and Neuter Clinic in 2018.

In 2017, Gus’s Legacy of Love was used to provide
cared for two very high-risk animals. One of those
animals included Gwen, another young dog, who, like
Gus, suffered from severe mange and its associated
serious infections. Although Gwen was exceptionally ill
when she arrived, she soon recovered due to the
dedicated care of our volunteers and now lives in a
wonderful home with another Dogwood adoptee.
Another beneficiary of this fund was Cookie, a cat who
received extensive veterinary surgery to repair her
severely damaged jaw caused by motor vehicle impact.
Cookie’s surgery was a wonderful success and she is
fully recovered, enjoying her life as a pampered cat,
adopted by a wonderful Dogwood volunteer. These
animals are only two of the many with serious health

conditions for whom Dogwood has been able to
successfully care because of generous donors
such as you.

Martha
2017 World’s Ugliest
Dog Contest Champion

Martha, a three-year-old, 125-pound Neapolitan Mastiff, was rescued by
Dogwood after her previous owner posted her on Craigslist. Neglected
and nearly blind, Martha required nutritional support and numerous eye
surgeries in order to regain her vision and improve the quality of her life.
In June, 2017, Shirley Zindler, Dogwood’s founder and Board President,
as well as Martha’s foster, entered Martha in the World’s Ugliest Dog
Contest at the Sonoma Marin Fair. Incredibly, Martha won—propelling her
to international fame and skyrocketing Dogwood’s presence on social
media! We really didn’t think that Martha was ugly but we did believe we
could shine a light on how great rescue animals are even if they are not
traditionally beautiful.

Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the Stewarts Point
Rancheria
One of the efforts that Dogwood is most proud of is its outreach to
underserved regions. One of these efforts is the work we have done
with the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the Stewarts Point Rancheria
in rural Northern California. We began our relationship with this
community in 2016 when we learned that they had very limited
resources for themselves and for their animals. Upon arriving at the
Rancheria, our team discovered that many dogs were emaciated, flea
ridden, and starving. One of the female dogs had recently given birth,
and unfortunately only two of her pups had survived—the enclosure she
was in contained remains of other pups. Although our team had initially
planned to take only a few of the most needy dogs, they were unable to
determine which would benefit most, and they ultimately decided to
bring all six dogs in to our program immediately. Within 24 hours ,the
dogs were placed in foster care with our volunteers and were all
neutered, spayed, and placed in loving permanent homes.

Feline Spay & Neuter Clinic
Partnership
One of Dogwood’s goals is building
relationships with other non-profit
animal rescues. An example of this is
the partnership Dogwood developed
with Forgotten Felines by sponsoring
four feline spay and neuter clinics in
2017. These joint efforts resulted in
248 cats and kittens being altered.

Affordable Spay & Neuter
Program
Although originally developed in order
to meet the need of the holiday season,
the Spay & Neuter program was so
successful and important for the needs
of our community Dogwood plans to
continue to offer affordable services to
those in need.

Rolling Your Way to
Neuter & Spay
Providing low cost/no cost spay and
neuter services throughout Sonoma
County has long been a dream of
Dogwood.
In 2017, we made the
decision to begin the development of
our mobile spay and neuter clinic.
Working with community veterinarians
and other rescue groups, we designed
our mobile clinic and began
construction. Thanks to the generous
support of donors such as you, we plan
on rolling out our clinic in 2018 to serve
dogs and cats in need throughout our
county.

Since then, we have continued to develop a relationship with this
community, providing ongoing nutrition, education, wellness clinic, spay/
neuter, and several rescue/placements. The condition of the animals on
this reservation is poor—in many cases we need to improve the animals’
health prior to providing spay/neuter services. The Rancheria is quite
large and there are isolated dogs and cats throughout. Based on
reports and observations, we estimate there are more than 200 animals
impacted.

Making a difference, one animal at a time.

Rescue Response to
2017 Sonoma County Wildfires
In October of 2017, Sonoma County was overwhelmed by a
series of devastating wildfires. Recognizing the urgent need to
rescue surviving and injured animals that were left behind in
the fire’s path, a team of our volunteers went out daily
searching for surviving animals. We provided care for these
animals as well as those who were transferred from local
shelters in order to make room for those rescued in need.
Dogwood’s volunteers provided care, shelter, and food—at no
cost to the families—to many displaced animals for several
months following the fires until they were reunited with their
families or they were adopted.

We are so thankful for our many generous donors,
partners, and volunteers.
Dogwood Animal Rescue Project is so thankful to our many
supporters who allow us to make a difference in the lives of so many
animals in need. Without the dedication of our tireless volunteers,
hospitable foster homes, generous donors and community
partnerships we could not accomplish all that we do for animals in
the community. From our hearts and on behalf of the animals we
serve, we thank you for your support.
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Dogwood Animal Rescue Project
is a 501(c)3 organization that
relies on donations to continue
to save companion animals. We
are 100% volunteer run and we
thank you for helping us make a
difference, one animal at a time.
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