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Dogwood Animal 
Rescue Project



Our mission:
To support animals
and the people who
love them through
rescue, rehoming,
spay/neuter and

education.



Spay and Neuter
Our impact...




Project
Spayed or

neutered
It's like the "never-ending story": we know it's the
only way out of the pet over-population crisis and we
are focused on doing everything we can. We started
small, with the 12 Spays of Christmas during the 2017
holidays, but we never let go of our big dreams. Each
year, we have expanded our reach to more under-
served areas, like Stanislaus County where one vet
performed 2186 surgeries funded by Dogwood
Animal Rescue Project in 2022 alone. We also funded
7,399 community spay/neuters in 2022! Our goal to
not let our foot off the gas pedal until this problem is
fixed. The generosity of our donors makes life-saving
work possible. 
Thank you!

                 dogs and cats
spayed or neutered 

in 2022

Valley Pet Care,
Stanislaus-Modesto
Fresno HOPE Cat Project

Fresno County 
Humane Society

New Beginnings, Merced
Fresno Humane 
Animal Services
Fresno - Valley Animal

Hayfork

East of Eden
Finding a Best Friend,
Stockton

La Plaza

Jameson Humane
Humane Society
Sonoma County
East Bay Mobile Clinic

Happy Camp

Lake County SPCA

Miscellaneous

Second Chance Kitty

Middletown/Clearlake

Save Our Kitties

Friends of Kerman Animal
Services

Fresno HOPE

Calistoga Pet Clinic,
Clearlake

2186

1230

921

813

401

271

266

178

213

157

173

106

113

59

89

42

47

32

34

24

26

18

7,399



Who can forget Kahlua who came to us terribly broke, filthy, matted, and very ill.
After three complicated orthopedic surgeries, lots of rehab, and Dogwood love,
Kahlua is now a happy, healthy member of her loving new family. Or Jonesy, a
sweetheart of a tabby found locally with a severely broken leg. Dogwood came to
the rescue with funds for surgery along with lots of love and care. Or Panda, a
Legacy of Love recipient from 2021, adopted into a family along with Dolly
(previously Zenia) from the great 2022 puppy mill rescue.

644 dogs

368 cats

Gus's Legacy of Love

With so many homeless pets everywhere we look, how did we ever get involved in a
huge, cross-country rescue of Bernese Mountain dogs and Bernedoodles? We
received a desperate call from a California rescue, working with an Ohio rescue
trying to pull as many used-up breeders and "over-stock" puppies before time ran
out. The wheels were set in motion. After endless phone calls and many constantly
shifting pieces to get transporters in place and on time, 22 Berners and doodles
were on their way. A second rescue brought 19 more through a terrible snowstorm
on the East Coast. Some were very shut down, unsocialized and terrified, but our
fosters stepped up for some intense socializing and one by one these beautiful
dogs began to blossom.

Gus's Legacy of Love is a special program named in honor of
a special dog and enables us to take in medically challenging
cases. Every day we are deluged with requests for rescue
from over-crowded and under-resourced shelters. Many of
these pleas are for animals who are seriously ill or injured
and stand no chance of being adopted out of their perilous
situation. 

Other terribly injured animals come to us from under resourced
shelters or good Samaritans who happen upon a critically
injured animal and ask for our help. We are lucky that we have
the inspiration of Gus to guide in the care of these animals and
the generosity of our supporters and donors to provide the
funds we need.

Pictured: Jonesy

Pictured: Kahlua

The Great Puppy Mill Rescue

Puppy mills are a nightmare and we are glad that we
had the resources and the volunteers to give these
dogs the life they deserve. Along with rescuing these
dogs, our goal is to educate the public on the horror of
puppy mills and what they should be aware of if they
choose to buy a dog. We never know what the future
brings but our donors' generosity makes our quick
response possible when we get the call.

200+ 
Volunteers

1,012
animals:

We are grateful
for the

who helped 
us adopt

Thank you!



Adoptions
Our ultimate goal with every single animal we rescue is to find them a
loving forever home with one of our fabulous adopters. In 2022, we
adopted 1,012 animals (368 cats and 644 dogs), and we're constantly
striving to rescue more.

Our adopters follow the stories of our animals on social media. Many are
from our local area but also some from out-of-state who are willing drive
long distances to adopt a special Dogwood animal. Their huge hearts
enable to find homes for seniors, hospice animals, special needs dogs,
and medical cases, as well as our share of happy, healthy animals.
We would not exist without our amazing adopters. 

1,012

Volunteers
We've said it before and

continue to say it, our volunteers
are our superpower! All 200+ of
them make our life-saving work

possible. Our rescue is like a
jigsaw puzzle: each piece,

however small by itself, is a
crucial piece of the overall

mission.



Our volunteers are always willing
to step up and fill a need we

have, or identify a creative and
novel way they can help. We are

so lucky to have such
passionately committed

volunteers.

200+



2022 Nonprofit of the year...again!
For the 4th time in 5 years, we were

voted the Best Sonoma County Non-
Profit by readers of the Press Democrat.

Our supporters clearly read the paper
because they voted in droves for us. For

such a small – and relatively new –
nonprofit to win this honor repeatedly is a
true measure of how Dogwood's mission

has inspired so many. THANK YOU!

Animal Care

Fundraising & Marketing

Operations/Admin

Adoption Fees

Donations, Grants & Events

Net Revenue

($1,099,605.76)

($3,594.84)

($154,319.91)

$251,304.57

$978,577.01

($27,638.93)

2022 Financial Highlights

Dogwood animal Rescue is a volunteer run 501(c)(3)
non-profit animal rescue that is entirely funded by the

financial support of our generous donors and the
dedication of time from our volunteers. With your

support, we are able to rescue more animals, work
toward reducing the pet overpopulation problem

through our many Affordable Spay & Neuter programs
throughout California, and work with severely injured

and ill animals who are out of options through our 
Gus's Legacy of Love Fund.



Dogwood Animal Rescue
Project is a nonprofit 501(c)3

organization founded in 2015 by
a small group of women in

Sonoma County who realized
they could make a bigger
difference in the lives of

animals by combining their
efforts. We are a volunteer-run

organization that relies on
donations to continue our work.

Thanks to our generous
supporters, Dogwood has been
able to provide compassionate
care to thousands of animals.

Board of Directors:
Shirley Zindler

Founder/President 
Janet Palma

Cofounder/Secretary
Charlotte Tunstall Pearce

Cofounder/Treasurer/
Development

Dogwood Animal
Rescue Project

1415 Fulton Rd
Suite 205, Box 432

Santa Rosa, CA 95403
info@dogwoodanimalrescue.org

DogwoodAnimalRescue.org
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